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a personal God he abandons religion, utterly repelling the mystic's thought of an 
ecstatic worship " without ideas." Or, if he becomes an emotional Nature wor- 
shiper, he will drift to the extreme of naturalistic spontaneity, and ignore the 
idea of sin as a fossil conventionalism. 

Of the many thrilling and momentous public questions which have arrested 
public attention during the half century especially under review, the author has 
many things to say. He occupied several influential pulpits during that period, 
and took a leading part in many of the controversies of his time. His notes are 
shrewd and thoughtful, showing an observant and withal kindly nature, and a 
broad and catholic way of looking at things bespeaking cultivation and insight. 

XI. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

A wifely tribute to the memory of General Hancock* has lately been written 
by Mrs. Hancock. It contains interesting but not elaborate biographical facts 
and incidents, with various letters and addresses eulogistic of the late general by 
a large number of his friends and associates. The work is also illustrated with 
portraits and sketches, among the latter being the birthplace of Hancock and the 
scene of his earliest school days. The book will be prized by the many friends and 
admirers of the general, to whom it is inscribed, and amongst whom must be in- 
cluded his comrades in arms. It is the story of a brave, patriotic, and accom- 
plished soldier who deserved well of his country and bore the modest rewards and 
honors he received with wonderful grace and dignity. While the book shows in 
every line a wife's love and devotion, it is free from mere eulogy, and does great 
credit to the literary skill and tact of the author. 

We submitted ' 'Mrs. Shillaber's Cook Book"+ to the judgment of a lady superin- 
tending a household of more than average size, and after careful examination and 
experiment the verdict was decidedly favorable. She pronounces it excellent and 
essentially practical from every domestic standpoint, economy included. Besides 
cookery, the book touches upon housekeeping duties in general, including the care 
of the sick, servants, and " things handy to have in the house." With great sense 
the author observes : " There is a limit to the labor that can be accomplished by 
one pair of hands ; therefore resolve that the non-essentials only shall be neglected. 
The daily comfort of the family and the mental and moral training of the children 
are of more importance than frosted fruit cake." After such a sentence as this one 
feels like accepting the author's conclusions as to the best way of making food 
palatable and nourishing as well as attractive and delicious. 

The idea of arranging books under classified headings for reference and selec- 
tion t is a good one, but is open to the serious objection that such a list must 
always be behind the times. No sooner does it see the light than its omissions are 
manifest, owing to the rapid appearance of new works. It is questionable whether 
the public feels enough interest in such a list to sustain an annual publication of 
the kind. This list seems to have been made with care and diligence, but it goes 
back only five years, and therefore omits many of the most important works on 
the different topics. It is, however, undoubtedly a very useful handbook. 

*" Eeminiscences ofWinfleld Scott Hancock." By his wife. Charles L. Webster & Co. 

t"Mrs. Shillaber's Cook Book. A Practical Guide to Housekeepers." By Xydia Shillaber. 
T. T. Crowell & Co. 

f " The Best Beading." Third series. A priced and classified bibliography for the five years 
ending December 1st, 1886. 6. P. Putnam's Sons. 
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The latest addition to Mr. Rolfe's valuable series of annotated English 
classics is a volume of Browning's dramas* which includes "The Blot on the 
'Scutcheon," " Colombo's Birthday," and " A Soul's Tragedy," and is edited by 
Mr. Rolf e and Miss Heloise Hersey. The first quarter of the book is devoted to 
selected criticisms, some of which appeared in the leading magazines when the 
dramas were first published, forty years ago, and were written by James Russell 
.Lowell, Richard Henry Dana, Rev. John Weiss, and others. Copious extracts 
are made from Arthur Symons's Introduction to the Study of Browning. Of the 
explanatory notes, it may be said that their quality would have been greatly 
improved had the editors incorporated with them some of the good points con- 
tained in the introductory selections. Although helpful in the main, they do not 
always elucidate the text, and are often trivial and unnecessary. 

It is not easy for Americans to connect the idea of children's sermons with 
the grandeur and magnificent gloom of Westminster Abbey. Yet from his desk 
in this famous place Dean Stanley was wont to address himself to the little onest 
in very simple and tender fashion, with frequent reference to the knightly children 
of the olden time, sleeping so quietly near by. A small volume of these sermons 
has been collected, and consists, for the most part, of those delivered on Innocents' 
Day in successive years, but also includes a short series of four sermons on the 
Beatitudes and one on the Faithful Servant. The style is clear, direct, and forcible, 
yet so simple is the language in which the beautiful thoughts are couched that a 
very small child may easily comprehend it. 

Nine lectures delivered, by Dr. Fairbairn, to classes in moral philosophy (pre- 
sumably at St. Stephen's College) form a book$ which may be read with pleasure 
and profit by that large class of readers who peruse works on theology and meta- 
physics. The task which Dr. Fairbairn set himself to accomplish was to show 
how the moral life cannot be cultivated without redemption and grace, and how 
redemption and grace cannot avail without morality. There are many who will 
not agree with the premises upon which Dr. Fairbairn bases his arguments, but all 
must admit the charm of style, the clear logic, and the deep learning with which he 
elucidates his subject. The value of the book is enhanced by an excellent index. 
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* "A Blot on the 'Scutcheon and Other Dramas." By Eobert Browning. Edited, with 
notes, by William J. Eolfe, A. M., and Heloise E. Hersey. Harper & Brothers. 

t " Sermons for Children, Preached in Westminster Abbey. By Arthur Penrhyn Stanley, 
late Bean of Westminster. Charles Scribner's Sons . 

X "Morality." By Eobert B. Fairbairn, D.D., LL.D. Warden of St. Stephen's College. 
Thomas Whittaker. 



